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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-784
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: October 13, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: October 15, 2009
Type of Action: Approval of settlement agreement
Bill Summary: The bill approves a settlement agreement between the City and BellSouth Telecommunications d/b/a AT&T Florida to solve claims by both parties against the other relating to two Better Jacksonville Project roadway projects.  The City agrees to pay AT&T Florida $80,000 in settlement of a claim against the City for failure to pay AT&T for expenses incurred by the company in relocating its phone lines underground as part of the Spring Park Road improvement project.  AT&T agrees to pay the City $99,000 in settlement of a lawsuit filed by the City against AT&T seeking $143,000 in costs for partial redesign of the St. Augustine Road reconstruction project to redesign underground drainage facilities to accommodate an AT&T wiring duct bank.  Both sides agree to pay their own attorney’s fees and other costs and to release each other from any further liability regarding these claims.
Background Information: In 2005 the City began reconstruction of Spring Park Road as part of the Better Jacksonville Plan and requested BellSouth (AT&T) to relocate its phone lines underground, with the City reimbursing the cost of the relocation.  In 2006 the City began reconstruction of St. Augustine Road, part of which project had to be redesigned and construction altered when an AT&T underground duct bank was discovered.  The City sued AT&T for payment of the additional costs of the St. Augustine Road project and would not reimburse AT&T for their costs for the Spring Park Road line relocation until the new claim was settled.  This agreement settles the claims of both parties.
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlements
Fiscal Impact: The settlement agreement provides that the City will pay AT&T Florida $80,000 and AT&T Florida will pay the City $99,000.  Both sides agree to absorb their own attorney and other costs.
Analyst: Clements
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